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passively, having very little more interest for society than
simply as all property, however little employed productively,
nevertheless (in the shape of expenditure as an income)
unavoidably stimulates production. But at the modern
terminus of our long prospect we behold this property no
longer inert and lifeless, but waking magically into a two-
fold life. Money, to the confusion of the incredulous, now
at last is found to produce money; and this intolerable
paradox, as through so long a period it has been held, is
accomplished oftentimes through another machinery equally
paradoxical. Not the proprietor of the money, in most cases,
but an alien as regards any natural relations to the money,
reaps the primary benefits from the property; and out of
that seeming intrusion into another man's rights first of all
it becomes possible that a bank should create an income for
the true proprietor. This man's share of benefit is so far
from being encroached upon by the alien employer of his
property that, on the contrary, in the innumerable cases
where the owner could not himself be the employer, it is
only through this intrusion of an alien party that the bank
carves out a triple return : first, for itself ; secondly, for the
commercial employer; thirdly, for the sedentary and passive
proprietor.

Pausing for an instant, let us review the methods through
which the bank organises such great results. All the little
rills and runnels of surplus income scattered amongst
numerous individuals, which in an uncommercial land could
not find employment, and would lie as barren accumulation
in domestic depositories, tempting the assaults of house-
breakers, are converged by banks into large central reservoirs,
from which they are speedily returned, through the channels
of many commercial or manufacturing men, into the vast
field of productive industry. What the bank does is essen-
tially the function of a broker. The bank brings scattered
interests into communication, and remote interests into con-
tact. Through this agency, the multitudes who have surplus
money, and' would be glad to lend it under any sufficient
prospect of seeing it profitably employed, are brought face to
face with the multitudes who wish to extend their means of
creating such profitable employment. And now, turning